[Diffuse cholesterol embolism after fibrinolysis for myocardial infarction].
The authors report the case of a 57 year old man admitted to hospital 3 hours after the onset of an infero-latero-basal infarct who underwent thrombolytic therapy with intravenous streptokinase, in whom the immediate outcome was complicated by multiple cholesterol embolisation which cause renal failure, mesenteric ischemia, medullary ischemia and livedo reticulosis of the lower half of the body complicated by gangrene of the toes, despite the fact that cardiac catheterisation had not been performed. This case (fifth reported case) of multiple cholesterol embolisation from the abdominal aorta caused by thrombolysis is the earliest presentation of this complication in the literature.